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demand for the article is but slight. In Austria and the
Balkans tobacco is almost universally carried in tins, and the
author can testify to the difficulty in replacing a mislaid
pouch. The methods of vulcanizing pouches just mentioned
do not comprise all that have been or are at the present time
in vogue, nor is the procedure in any particular factory
necessarily limited to any one process. Three or four
different methods may be in use in the same factory,
according to the nature of the rubber and the form of the
pouch. In certain cases where the use of heat is precluded
the chloride of sulphur in the vapour cure is volatilized
by the admixture with it of a small quantity of fuming
nitric acid. This agent itself, or rather the red vapour of
nitrogen dioxide which it evolves, has a sort of vulcanis-
ing action upon the rubber. As, however, it may easily
prove very destructive to the rubber if in excess, its use
suggested, it is understood, first by Hancock, cannot be
recommended. Where it is employed, as mentioned above,
it must be considered merely as ancillary to the vaporiza-
tion of the chloride of sulphur, and not as a vulcanizing
agent in itself.
In making the small toy balloons the two pieces of sheet
rubber are stamped out and joined together by a machine
hammer, a very noisy operation, which causes the workgirle
to stuff their ears with cotton wool. Where the rubber has
to undergo distension it is important that the joints bewail
made, and this can only be done effectually by hammering.
The vulcanization is brought about by dipping in a weak
solution of chloride of sulphur in carbon bisulphide, an
operation of some delicacy in the case of the very thin
balloons. After the chemical fumes have thoroughly